
Food Manufacturers Urged Not to Overlook R&D Tax Reclaims 

 
 
 

 
Food manufacturers are being encouraged to take a leaf out of the book of a thriving Cumbrian 
business that has built R&D tax reclaims into its strategy of continual reinvestment in 
processes, products and plant. 
 
Kendal Nutricare, recently awarded the Queen’s Award for Enterprise and named by the 
Financial Times as one of Europe’s 1000 fastest-growing businesses, has worked for several 

years with R&D tax reclaim specialist, Darina Ward, managing director of Growthviser. 
 
The innovative Cumbrian whole-milk-based infant formula and cereals manufacturer 
recognised the benefit of being able to reclaim up to 33 pence in the Pound on money spent 
on research and development and ‘innovation’, which can be very widely defined by HMRC.  
It asked Darina Ward to assist with the preparation of what can be difficult to collate tax 
reclaims.  Darina’s success in preparing the required paperwork, using all her skills as a senior 
finance professional, proved a successful move. 
 

Growthviser is now looking to target many more food manufacturers, recognising that 
innovation is at the heart of many food businesses and that trends, such as the rise of 
veganism, will be inspiring many new developments within the sector. 
 
The farming community is another potential generator of successful R&D tax reclaims, as 
farmers innovate to suit the requirements of the ever-changing food manufacturing sector 
and react to the changes that will affect farm funding when Britain finally relinquishes all ties 
with the EU. 
 

Whether they have developed novel ingredients, or improved a process within food 
manufacturing, Darina Ward believes there are many food and drink manufacturers potentially 
sitting on R&D tax reclaims, unaware there is the opportunity to claim money back.  This right 
is extended to all Limited Companies and can be backdated by two accounting periods. 
 
Darina says: “There is remarkably little awareness of the existence of the R&D tax reclaim 
scheme within the business community and yet it can provide a refund to possibly reinvest in 
the business to boost its development further. The refund is either paid as a lump sum or as 
a reduction in the following Corporation Tax bill and, with up to 33 pence in the Pound payable, 

can be a sizeable amount.  
 
“Growthviser is already working with some local and national food heroes, who are taking 
advantage of the scheme, but we want more people to be aware of it.” 
 
Ross McMahon, CEO of Kendal Nutricare says: “Throughout our working 
relationship, Darina has always been very professional, ethical and hardworking, so it was 
no surprise to find that her due diligence with our R&D tax claims has resulted in positive 
outcomes for our business.” 

 
Darina Ward’s ethos is to bring friendliness and approachability to what is currently a rather 
grey world of R&D tax reclaims – an approach that has already won her clients in the food 
and farming community.  To back up her service in this regard, she has now also added British 
Farming Award Winner (2017), Joe Towers, to her team, knowing clients will benefit from the 
input of a farming sector expert, who developed the dairy product that became Brades Farm 
Barista Milk and which is served in top London cafés. 
 
Any food manufacturer wishing to speak to Growthviser about a possible R&D tax reclaim 

should call Darina Ward on 0844 549 9400. More information is at www.growthviser.com  

http://www.growthviser.com/
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